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As our children grow and mature, our hope as parents is to encourage them to live an earthly life 
that is Christ-like.  Moreover, we want to help our children to develop the “lens of faith” through 
which they come to view and understand their entire lives.  As educators, we hope to expand the 
“lens of faith” as our students recognize that intuition and reason, when supported by 
examination, experience, research and analysis, can transform belief into the acquisition of 
knowledge.  It is this foundation of knowledge that serves to strengthen our students, and 
ultimately graduates. And as I consider the historical presence that St. Francis de Sales Catholic 
School provides to the Salisbury community, I know well that from within the sturdy walls on 
Camden Avenue, curious hands and inspiring minds bring forth bright ideas. And each morning 
as our students arrive at the doorway of our school building, the entryway into our charming little 
schoolhouse serves as a signpost to the wonderful world of learning that awaits the growing minds 
of our SFdS students.  What’s more, as our students enter their classrooms, they are met by a 
dedicated, caring and gifted group of teachers and staff members who intellectually challenge our 
students and subtly, yet profoundly guide our young people toward seeing God in all things. 
 
With this thought in mind, the following scholars were recently recognized at our Academic 
Distinction ceremony for the scholastic merits that they received during our First Trimester.  
Please join me in congratulating the following recipients for earning Academic Excellence (First 
Honors) or Academic Achievement (Second Honors): 
 

Academic Excellence 
Albiera Freda - 6th Grade 

Campbell Marsh - 8th Grade 
Anna Swierkosz - 8th Grade 

Erin Welch- 8th Grade 
 

Academic Achievement 
Harrison Duncan - 6th Grade 
Luke MacDonald - 6th Grade 
Sara Alessandrini - 7th Grade 
Audrey Gianelle - 7th Grade 

Lukas Overton-O’Hara - 7th Grade 
Aiden Reilly - 7th Grade 

Hannah Siegmund - 7th Grade 
Michael Wehberg - 7th Grade 
William Wilhite - 7th Grade 
Caroline Scott - 8th Grade 

 
As I reflect on the academic success of our young scholars, I consider the poetic words found in 
Ralph Waldo Emerson’s First Series: Essay on Intellect: “Go, speed the stars of thought on to 
their shining goals. The sower scatters broad his seed and the wheat thou strew'st be souls.”  As 
our teachers sow the seeds of knowledge, the scholars of St. Francis receive the harvest of 
challenged minds and faith-filled souls as they stand tall amid the fields of God’s glorious reign.  
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